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OJke iif Engineer 2d Disttsim Si&tmp 
Lands. 
West Baton Rodgtb, La., 
December ^0, isry.i. 

In conformity with the rules laid down by 

r ' honorable Board in Hit; by-faws bj 

Which 1 am governed, I herewith submit 
you a brief report of my opertnious during 
the short time in which I have had the 
honor to serve upon the Engineer Depart - 
i u ['lit of this District. 

On the 1 >l of August, 1853, T was ap- 
pointed by Mr.Kirkland, Assistant Engineer 
tortlic 2,1 Swamp Land District, and imme- 
diately entered upon the duties ofmyol 
and performed the tabor required thereby, 
until the death of Mr. Kirklaud, who fell a j 
victim to the yellow fever, from exposure 
whilst in I he active discharge of hia otiiohtl 
duties, September 28th, 1653. 

Tliis upespeeted accident deprived the 
department of iliu Engineer just at a mo- 
ment when his services wore tnost needed, 
and my illness from a severe attack of the 
same fever, together with your feeble health 
at the same lime, left us almost entirely 
helpless for awhile ; but tho prevalence of 
iln' epidemic, which scourged our land at 
a season when i' ; i: active exertions could, 
be mo&t advantageously employed, effected 
OTery department alike, ami the work laid 
■ nil lor an early. commencement, was thus 
unavoidably delayed until the advance of the 

■ on passed upon us. 

In this condition we were placed, when 
my selection to fill" the vacancy occasioned 
!■;,■ the death ol Mr. Kirklaud, was made by 
\iiu, Sfarpmbcr 8th, when I took charge of 
tho olileial papers Left by him ; and have 
since endeavored to perform tho dtitie 
the office to the best of my ability. 

Under your insu, options to me, 
November tie- Bth, 1 proceeded to the Grand 
Li yea in the Pariah of Puinte toupee, to 
finish tin- engineering left incompleted 
there, and to supervise the construction of 
tlie li-vee. 

O.i November 2 llh, I repaired to the 
An-ktlakiya River, where i survevd the 
localities anil leveled the sites for dike 3, or 



Levees to be placed across Lake, Middle, 
PidtaUs and West H.iwuis, near their junc- 
tion with the east side of the Atchatiihiva 
River, and returning there upon the 10th 
of December. I let out the same work on 
the lll:!i ami 1:2th to the. lowest bidder, in 
accordance with advertisement mode by 
you concerning the sarin-. 

O.i the lDth of December, I made a par- 
tial survey ol Point Man air, in the Parish of 
West Baton Rouge, in company with your- 
self and since that lime, when not enjfaged 
in the superintendence of tho const ruction 
of the Grand Levee, I have been constantly 
employed in ullii i 

1 have already formed and divided the 
District oyer which my office extends, into 
U-vee Wards and Draining Districts, in 
conformitj with the requirements of the 
11 ih section oftlie Act, and submit the same 
lor your concurrence, as follows: 

District No. 2 of the .Swamp Lands is 
subdivided as follows : 
!:<■'■'■■■' Wardcmd Drainage District No. 
I — llimndfd on the .\orih by the -T 1st de- 
gree of latitude ; South by the Bayou Pla- 
quemines and Grand River; East by the 
Mississippi River, and West by the At- 
C baud ay a River, 

Lercc Ward and prai^age DiMrfa No. 
2 — Bounded on tie- North by Bayou Pki- 
qaerrrlnes, Grand River, and the" Missis. 
BIppl River; South by the southern noun- 
dartea of the Parishes of Assumption, St, 
Mary and S'. Charles ; East by the Mis- 
sissippi River, and the eastern boundary 
of the Parish of St. Charles; West by 
Grand Riv.-r and Lake Palorde. 

Lcve? Ward 'and tirdinagc TXkrict X«. 
8— To be composed of the Parishes of 
Jefferson and Plaquemines, West of the 
Mississippi River, with their boundaries; 

LfUrc Ward ex J ])r<i,"//,r£r j)i*trivt Xo. 
4— To be composed of tho Patishe* of 
Lafourche Int-oior and Ter.ebonue, witli 
their boundaries, 

Levee Ward and Drainage Dis&rttt Nv. 

fl — To be composed of the Parishes of 
St. Mary, St. Martin and Lafayette, anrl 
bounded with their lines. 






(I) 



Levee Ward and Drainage Di&triet No. 

6 — To be composed of the Parishes of 
Vermillion nod St. Landry, with their 
boundaries. 



layed until late in the season, when the 
scarcity of men, the extraordinary rise in 
the price of provisions, and materials for 
labor, rendered it almost impossible for the 



Levee Ward and Drainage 1 IXstrid No. contractor 16 comply with Ins contract ; but 

in (he iace of such difficulties, he prosecuted 
the work with 



7 — To bo formed by the Parish of Caica 

Men. 

The construction of the Grand Levee has 
engrossed much of my time, and I have co- 
operated with you as far as possible in re. 
moving the many obstacles and vexations 
causes which have been thrown in Grit way 
to prevent the completion of (his great bul- 
wark of defence against the waters of the 
Mississippi River. 

These obstacles, though at one time most 
formidable, have been entin \\ surmounted, 
and we can now congratulate ourselves 
upon an aSrurance of the completion of the 
Grand Levee, before the rise of the rhvi 
shall render the country ill danger of an 
over How. 

My predecessor having surveyed and lo- 
cated (he Grand Levee, estimated Che wmI. 
as containing 161,412.30 cubic yards, in- 



with what force ho could willi 
great exertions collect together, until the 
expiration of the limited time allowed him 
to complete this contract on the 1st of De- 
cember, 1853. 

At this time the work not being com- 
pleted, ihe contract was declared forfeited 
and reverted hack to ihis department ; and 
T made an estimate and measurement of the 
work as already done, so that ii might be 
n sold and prosecuted under your own 
immediate management. The measure, 
mentof ibis wui'li amounted to 18,0-13 cubic 
yards, which at the average cost per cubic 
yard, amounted to $! 10, leaving ari 

amount of 164,118.8,8 cubic, yards to com- 
plete the levee, including the BJTtra work of 
the ditches and road. An immediate ar- 
rangement was entered into with several 



dependent of the centre ditch required be- 

nea.h the levee, and also (he rokd and it, B«*«*. °J which [be work could be pushed 

ditches, to draw off transportation of water. 



For these, however, I have subsequently 
estimated the centre ditch of live feet width 
on Ihe (op, eighteen inches in Ihfe bottom, 
and four feet deep, measure 8,508.13 cubic 
yards. 

The road, to be. ditched and graded 
heavily, is to be contracted for by linear 
measure ; but its contents are estimated at 
7,106.39 cubic yards. This should he, con- 
structed as early as the work upon the levee 
will allow. 

The first sale of this lever, in accordance 
wilh the provision of the Act, was made 
August 5iii, 1853, at the Grand Levee, and 
the various sections therein were bid off 
separately and adjudicalei.1 to ihe iowesl 
bidder, Mr. Join) Toy, at an average price 
of 19 3-4 cis. per cubic yard, which brought 
(he cost of the levee proper to §31,217 13, 
not including the centre dJAcb and road, the 
estimate for which as extra work amounts 
to 52,866 f>5 : 20 cents per cubic yard, 
bringing the whole cost of Ihe Grand J, 
to $34,083 08. 

'I he contractor proceeded at once to ar- 
range matters for an immediate erenmence- 
men! of ihe work, but (he yellow fever made 
its appearance along the river coast, and 
sweeping over the Parish of I'oinle Couple 
with desolating fury, it hovered for week.-. 
in (he wry vicinity of the Grand Levee, si 
that it was impossible for any body of men 
tube brought in the neighborhood (l f i| 1( . 
work. Thus operations thereon were de. 



forward most rapidly, but at an advanced 
rate, for it could not he suhl fin - less than an 
averagoof 25 cents per Cubic yard, which 
will increase the cost of constructing the 
Grand Levee over the first estimate of 
$3-1,083 68 to $7,032 29 ; so that it will 
require 8*42,015 97 to construct the work. 

The appropriation of $30,01)0 towards 
this work, made duriiigthe last Legislature, 
then fulls short 512 015 97, ami I would 
i M nsi earnestly recommend that this amount 
be obtained if possible to secure the labor 
already expended upon this important work, 
a» appropriation which may save millions 
of dollars to the Stale. 

A careful survey of the confluence of the 
four bayous mentioned above, with the 
t'tcbafalaya River, convinced me of the 
great benefits (o be derived from closing 
them, an act by which the Suite would re- 
claim a large body of laud overflowed by 
(he waters oil liat river, which could be con. 
! to its channel without injury; and in 
corppliaace With your instructions, 1 located 
And laid ii'Y'he. ground for levees across the 
month oi these bayous, and subsequently 
after the delay of ihe usual advertisements, 
I sntd the construction of the leyees to (he 
lowest bidder, adjudicating tl.em as follows : 
iddle Bayou was gold to Mr. J. A. Mil- 
ler, Parish ol PoTule Coupee, at nineteen 
and three-fourths cents per cubic yard. 

Lake Bayou was sold to Mr. K S. Gor- 
don, Parish of "St. Landry, at twenty cents 

per cubic ynid. 
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Pieketts Bayou was gold to Mr. E. S. Gor- 
don, Parish St. Landry, at twenty oeats per 
cubic yard. 

West Bayou was sold to ft. B. Miller 
as agent Tor others, at nineteen and one-hall' 
cents per cubic yard. 

The two first to be completed before the 
first day of March, 1B54, and the two latter 
next summer, and herewith I enclose you 
these contracts as signed and delivered in 
form. 

The full employment of my time upon 
more pressing business of" litis department,! 
did not allow me to make a complete sur-| 
vey of" the Bayou Latenaehe at its junction 
with the Aichaiklaya River, but from what 
I have seen, and the best information 
gleaned from unbiased sources, I am con-i 
vinced that a large body of swamp and over- 
flowed land may be: reclaimed and lull) 
drained, by closing this bayou, as well asi 
Others in that vicinity, if a. proper drain 
of rain water can he had either natural iv 
or artificially, I would therefore eugj 
that a careful instrumental examination be 
made of the swamp land lying below the 
Bayou Latenaehe, as early as the season 
will allow. 

There are other points requiring urgent 
attention, by their means of remunerating 
any outlays lhat we may place upon them, 
and to throw into onr treasury rich returns; 
but I would respectfully call your attention 
in particular to the Bayou Choctaw, empty- 
ing into Platfuemine Bay, in the Parish of 
Iberville, which ^bayou hy being properly 
cleared out for a few mil'.-, would reclaim 
to us and being intT market at once a large 
body of land now nearly worthless, and 
would materially benefit one of the most 
important portions of Ibis State. A survey 
and esiimate thereon could be made at any j 
lime, and the result I am certain would jus- 
tify an expenditure for such an improvement. 
In making surveys lor improvements by 
which the Slate reclaims large and fertile 
portions other oveiflowed lands, I am the 
more fully convinced day by day of the great 
importance of a temporary reservation from' 
market of such lands as are about being im- 
proved, and until suHi improvements are* 
made, so as to render such lands of great 
value, when they can be thrown into mar- 
ket and sold by auction to the highest bid- 
der. 

Thus the actual settler and cultivator is! 
put upon a footing with the speculator, and 
the Stale is more properly remunerated tbr 
her expenditures in the reclamation and 
improvement of waste ami overflowed lamis, 
whilst the increased revenue accruing from 
such a step would enable he* to prosecute 



the most enterprising measures for reclaim- 
ing to herself a rich domain, 

.Since my appointment to this office I have 
received several communications from own- 
ers of private lands, -requesting me, as En- 
gineer of this District, to survey, lay out, 
and build tbr them new levees, where I he 
old levees require removal, upon the banks 
of the Mississippi River; but as my time 
has been entirely occupied upon more im- 
portant duties connected with this olhce. i 
have not been able to attend to them, and 
even had I possessed time to do so, the 1111- 
COFtaia and vague interpretation of the lan- 
guage of the Act, would naturally prevent 
my action in the premises without great 
assurance. The language of the Act does 
not in my opinion clearly define my position 
and duties, except when called 'to act in 
cases of emergency; and rather than cum. 
mit an act not clearly approved by the letter 
and spirit of the law, 1 deem it most prudent 
and advisable to refer the matter to the con- 

sideraiitm of your honorable If >:ird "f Coin- 

, . ' , . ... 

missmners, and awn it your in struct ions lor 

future directions. I herewith Iran- in it a 

•■<■}>}' of a letter addressed to me by J. L. 

Lobdell, Esq., of the Parish of Weal Baton 

Rouge, whose legal attainments render his 

opinion of great weight. 

I would suggest and recommend that the 
15lh section of the Act lie so amended as 
to leave the time for the completion of con- 
tracts under the requirements of said Act, 
to the discretion of the Board of Commis- 
sioners and the 'Engineers of the several 
Districts, its the fixed lime at present speci- 
fied therein, often renders the making of 
contracts impossible. 

I would also call your attention to that 
part of section 16 relative to our authority 
to call out aid from persons living within 
seven miles of a threatened crevasse, and 
which authority may often be rendered of 
little service in sparsely settled distttcls 
where *sueh assistance is Biost likely to be 
urgently needed. 

The prosecution of the various duties in- 
oumbeat upon this office have been greatly 
embarrassed by the refusal of the Au- 
ditor of the State to advance the funds 
required, therefore his ec-ccntrie opinion 
leading him to believe that there had been 
mi specific appropriation ni.-ule by the Legis- 
lature to carry out. the provisions of the Act 
to reclaim and drain ilw Strang) and over- 
flowed lands ; but neither my predecessor or 
myself h;ive allowed this action upon the 
part of the Auditor to retard the work of 
our office when we could prevent it, and 
though deprived of our salaries, we have 
cheerfully advanced the steam from our own 
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fund, and upon our responsibility, whenever 
called upon, to forward the pressing and im- 
portant duties which have frequently de- 
volved npon us. 

The greai. a practised, 



. and ife&WHjg materials as are actually- 
needed by the Engin 

Before closing this report I would ask 
v.. in- kind bdahrettee in excusing its length 
and :mv omissions that i. may bare made to 



and (hough greatly in fteedof the servioea.of thus throwing together for your supervision, 
■ sistant, I have endeavored as tar ;is pos- such remarks as (Shimmed momenta allowed 
siblc to perfonn the duties. «£.bo±h offices mo to perform ' ivOiddqpeiaBit. 



myself, and have been obliged d> furnish the 
game with the constant use of my own instru- 
ments. 

This office being destitute of instruments 
required for the propel surveys and exami 



Bespeetfnlly snbniil 
(SnjiBBd) ; LAFAYETTE CALDWELL, 
Engineer 2d Swamp Land District, 

State of Louisiana. 






re.mtre.L.nru.o proper surveys w* ..«w g^u^ Van Wi«U. Esq.,) 

wtomto <"; favwoty m4» b****, l Cm. 2a BuM* tod Pisffiel 1 

request permission to purchase gueu iumtu- 
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rK)M S. LOBDELL, ESQ., TO L CALDWELL, 



CONCERNING THE BUILDING OP HIS LEVEE BY THE STATE. 



Bayous, Parish West Baton Rouge, | 
Friday, lllhNov., 1853.' j 

Mr, Lafayette (.'ALimELi. — Dear Sir: 
I have just been informed that jou have 
received the appointment of Engineer of le- 
vees in this District, in the place of \' . Kn In- 
land, lately deceased, and having endeavored 
heretofore to got the proper State and parish 
officers to determine the locality, extent and 
dimensions of the new levee, to bo made on 
the upper part of my plantation, hack of 
and behind (hat part of the front where the 
crevasse occurred in May last, by the caving 
of the bank and levee, which had beeu de- 
layed in conseijwunce of the death of Mr. 
Kirkland, and until another Engineer should 
be appointed in his place. I will now again 
renew my request that my new levee be 
located, its extent and dimensions fixed, and 
all other proceedings be had required by the 
laws, and here give you a copy of my note 
to the Inspector of my District : 

"To Mr. James Dev all, Inspector — 28th 
September, 1853 — 21% Dear Sir ; I wish 
to bring to your notice the necessity of pre- 
paring to make the new levee on the upper 
part of my plantation, back of and behind 
that part of the front where the crevasse 
occurred in May last, by the caving in of the 
bank and levee. Knowing that it is contem- 
plated that all new levees and repairs of old 



levees are in future to be paid out of the 
proceeds of the swamp lands donated to the 
Slate for that and Ota&T purposes, and i»* 
lieviti Act of our last Legislature 

intended and did direct the wanner in which 
those now levees and repairs of old levees 
should be made, I now rerjuest, in conform- 
ity with the provisions of tliat Act, that you 
notify Mr. V, Kirkland, the Engineer of this 
District, to determine the locality, extent 
and dimensions of said new levee, and 
let out the making of said levee in conform- 
ity wltl i law. You will readily perceive the 
importance of acting in this matter without 
, in order that the levee may be made 
and secured in time te protect not only the 
swamp lands in the rear, but also the planta- 
tions of the neighboring planters, as well as 
my own plantation. Your early attention 
to this will oblige yours." 

Mr. Devall came up last week, and laid 
out the route of the new levee, but as yen 
are the proper officer, under the law, to do 
this and other formalities, I would prefer 
your making the location, &c., without delay, 
as it is time to have the levee under way. 
1 1 Ea probable I may bid off' the making of 
it, and if so, will be willing to receive the 
warrant of (he Commissioners on the Audi- 
tor, or any other reasonable arrange meat. 
I am very sincerely yours, 

(Signed,) ' JOHNS. LOBDELL. 



